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Feb. 14, 1997
VIDEOCONFERENCE AT UM EXPLORES SUSTAINABLE ENERGY CHOICES
MISSOULA Missoulians can learn more about sustainable energy options through a live nationwide
videoconference on the University of Montana campus Wednesday, Feb. 19.
Environmentally Sustainable Energy Choices,” a national town meeting conducted via satellite
from Washington, D.C., will run from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the Mount Sentinel Room on the top floor
o f the University Center. Sponsored locally by Bob Giordano, a UM graduate student in resource
conservation and owner o f Free Cycles Missoula, the videoconference is free and open to the public.
The event will link more than 80 conference sites in 30 states. Coordinated nationally by Renew
America, a nonprofit organization based in Washington, D.C., the conference aims at increasing public
awareness about environmentally sustainable energy choices, sharing examples o f successful energy
approaches and spurring increased implementation of sustainable energy projects nationwide.
Giordano said the videoconference topic is timely for Missoula, which just completed its 20year transportation plan.
“In the next two years, the most important decisions regarding the valley are going to be mad*,”
he said, “and energy is going to a No. 1 consideration. It’s important that everyone be aware o f the
energy we’re using and the impact of where we get it from.”
Featured speakers include Christine A. Ervin, assistant secretary of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy for the U.S. Department o f Energy; S. David Freeman, chief executive officer and
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chairman of the board of Sunlight Power International; Amory Lovins. vice president of the Rocky
Mountain Institute; and Roger W. Sant, chairman of the AES Corp.. one of the largest power producers
in the world. The videoconference will be moderated by Deborah Potter, former CNN news anchor.
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